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1. Risers: Th e vertica l boards attach ed
to  th e sta ir strin gers.  Man y loca lities
requ ire risers to  p reven t possib le trip
h azards.

2. Stringers: Th e stru ctu ra l su pport fo r
sta irs .  Th ey h ave limits on  h ow  mu ch
w eigh t th ey can  carry,  so  size an d
spacin g  are importan t con sideration s.
Composite man u factu rers p rovide
recommen ded  strin ger spacin g  to
su pport th e tread  materia l.

3. Treads: Th e h o rizon ta l sta ir su rfaces
on  w h ich  deck  u sers w alk .

4. Rim Joist: Also  kn ow n  as edge
ban ds, th e rim jo ist w raps th e deck  an d
keeps th e jo ists stan d in g  on  edge, w h ile
a lso  p rovid in g  a  so lid  su rface fo r
attach in g  ra ilin g  posts.  Proper
attach men t is critica l to  in sta llin g  a  safe
ra ilin g .

5. Rail Post: Vertica l lu mber member
th at su pports th e h an dra il an d  resists
th e ou tw ard  fo rce o f peop le lean in g  on
th e ra ilin gs.

6. Bottom Rails: Lu mber members th at
con n ect to  th e ra il posts an d  p rovide a
so lid  su rface fo r secu rin g  th e in f ills .

7.  Infills: Also  kn ow n  as balu sters o r
p ickets,  th e in f ills are con n ected  to  th e
top  an d  bo ttom ra ils an d  p rovide a
barrier again st fa lls .

8. Decking: W h en  p roperly attach ed  to
each  jo ist an d  rim jo ist,  th e deck in g
su rface (w h eth er w ood  o r composite
materia l) h elp s u n ify th e en tire stru ctu re.

9. Rail Cap: Mu ch  like th e deck in g , th e
ra il cap  u n if ies th e ra ilin g  system an d
provides a  deco rative featu re.

10. Top Rails: Th ese members h ave th e
same stab ilizin g  fu n ction  as th e bo ttom
rails .

11. Post:   Vertica l stru ctu ra l member
th at su pports th e beams an d  attach es
th e deck  to  th e foo tin gs u sin g  a  post
base.

12. Footing: Con crete elemen t th at
serves as th e fou n dation  o f th e deck .

13. Beams: Stru ctu ra l members th at
su pport th e deck in g  f loo r jo ists .  B eams
are made o f dou b lin g  2x materia l an d
can  be in sta lled  as a  lamin ate,
san dw ich ed , o r n o tch ed  in to  th e post.

It is importan t to  h ave a  post o f
su ff icien t size an d  stren g th  to  su pport
th e beam. Th e beam sh ou ld  n o t be an y
w ider th an  th e th ickn ess o f  th e post,
an d  sh ou ld  be secu red  w ith  th e co rrect
post cap .

14. Joists: W ood members in sta lled
across th e beams an d  spaced  to
accommodate th e deck in g  materia l.  Th e
jo ist spacin g  may depen d  on  th e an g le
at w h ich  th e deck  boards are app lied .

15. Ledger: Th e ledger is a  cru cia l
con n ection  becau se it attach es th e deck
to  th e h ou se. Th e materia l u sed  to
con stru ct th e h ou se may determin e th e
type o f con n ection . Con su lt lo ca l
bu ild in g  o ff icia ls on  th e recommen ded
con n ection .

16. Fascia: Vertica l boards th at face
ou tw ards from th e edges o f th e deck ,
attach ed  to  th e rim jo ists .  Fascia  boards
typ ica lly con sist o f  a  lu mber species th at
match es th e appearan ce o f th e deck in g
materia l.
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